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AMENDMENTS TO CLAIMS ; 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS ; 

1. (Cvirrently Amended) An output device that operates according to data 
received from a host device, said output device comprising: 

a volatile memory that temporarily stores operating parameter values 
obtainod from tho processing of s pecific one or more commands from said host 
device ; 

a memory initialization processor that initializes said volatile memory in 
response to a specific input, said specific input being one of the power to the 
output device turning on, a reset signal to reset the output device, and an 
initialization command from the host device; 

a controller that stores operating parameter values into said volatile 
memory in response to one or more first commands from the host device, and 
controls ea44 -the output device based on the operating parameter values stored 
in said volatile memory; 

a first operating parameter controller that stores saves operating 
parameter data stored in said volatile memory i nto a nonvolatile memory 
operating parameter data stored in s aid volatile memory- in response t o a first to 
a second command from said t he host device, said operating parameter data 
comprising one or more of said operating parameter values; and 

a second operating parameter controller that store s l oads operating 
parameter data stored in said nonvolatile memory into said volatile memory in 
response to a third command from the host device: a specific input 

wherein the second operating parameter controller is further adapted to 
store specific information in response to a sixth command, from the host device, 
the specific information being indicative of whether operating parameter data 
stored in said nonvolatile memory is automatically loaded after the memory 
initialization process: 
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wherein the second operating parameter controller is further adapted to 
automatically copy said operating parameter data from said nonvolatile memory 
to said volatile memory after the memory initialization process only when the 
specific information indicates that operating parameter data stored in said 
nonvolatile memory is automatically loaded . 

2. (Currently Amended) The output device as in claim 1, wherein said 
nonvolatile memory has a plurality of parameter memory areas for storing 
respective sets of operating parameter datai v and 

Guid opccific input being a Gocond command from s aid host device, and 
said second operating parameter controller storing loads into said 
volatile memory operating parameter data stored in from a selected one of said 
parameter memory areas, said eae — selected p arameter memory area being 
specified by said oocond third command. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently Amended) The output device as in claim— wherein said 
nonvolatile memory has a plurality of parameter memory areas for storing 
respective sets of operating parameter data;y and 

said second operating parameter controller automatically loads s te^^ 
into said volatile memory operating parameter data from a selected one of said 
parameter memory areas after the memory initialization process , said este 
selected p arameter memory area being specified by the specific information- a 
third command from said host device . 

5. (Original) The output device as in claim 1, wherein said second operating 
parameter controller responds to a lack of operating parameter data in said 
nonvolatile memory by storing a predetermined default set of operating 
parameter data into said volatile memory. 

6. (Original) The output device as in claim 1, wherein said second operating 
parameter controller stores predetermined default operating parameter data into 
said volatile memory in response to a fourth command from said host device. 
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7. (Currently Amended) The output device as in claim 1, wherein said 
nonvolatile memory has a plurality of parameter memory areas for storing 
respective sets of operating parameter dataiy and 

said first operating parameter controller stores — saves operating 
parameter data from said volatile memory as one of said sets of operating 
parameter data into a selected one of said parameter memory areas of the 
nonvolatile menioi^% said selected one parameter memory area being specified by 
said first command. 

8. (Currently Amended) The output device as in claim i7, wherein said first 
operating parameter controller stores in said nonvolatile memory identification 
information specified by said first conamand and having a spocific corrolafeion to 
for identifying the data set of the selected operating parameter data, 

9. (Original) The output device as in claim 1, wherein said first operating 
parameter controller determines whether an operating parameter value in a 
target nonvolatile memory location is equal to the operating parameter data that 
is to be copied from said volatile memory to said target nonvolatile memory 
location, and overwrites said operating parameter value only if it is not equal. 

10. (Currently Amended) The output device as in claim 1, farther comprising a 
transmitter — reading — that reads operating parameter data from said 
nonvolatile memory and Gonding sends the read data to said the h ost device in 
response to a fifth command from G aid the h ost device. 

11. (Currently Amended) The output device as in claim 8, firrther comprising a 
transmitter for reading that reads said identification information from said 
nonvolatile memory and s endi n g sends t he read identification information to 
said t he host device in response to a fifth command from said the host device. 

12. (Currently Amended) An output device control method for controlling an 
output device that operates according to data received from a host device, said 
control method comprising: 
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(a) temporarily storing in a volatile memory operating parameter values 
in response to one or more commands from the host devic e obtained from the 
processing of s pecific one or more commands from said host device ; 

(b) controlling ea4d- -the output device based on the operating parameter 
values stored in said volatile memory; 

(c) tranGforring saving operating parameter data from stored in said 
volatile memory to a nonvolatile memory in response to a fifst- second command 
from said the h ost device, said operating parameter data comprising one or more 
of said operating parameter values; and 

(d) loading tranGforring operating parameter data from stored in said 
nonvolatile memory into said volatile memory in response to a third command 
from the host devic o a opocific input ; 

(e) initializing said volatile memory in response to a specific input, said 
specific input being one of the power to the output device turning on. a reset 
signal to reset the output device, and an initialization command from the host 
device: 

(f) storing specific information in response to a sixth command from the 
host device, the specific information being indicative of whether operating 
parameter data stored in said nonvolatile memory is automatically loaded after 
the memory initialization process; and 

(g) automatically loading said operating parameter data from said 
nonvolatile memory into said volatile memory after step (e) only when the 
specific information indicates that operating parameter data stored in 
nonvolatile memory is to be automatically loaded . 

13. (Currently Amended) The output device control method as in claim 12, 
wherein said nonvolatile memory has a plurality of parameter memory areas for 
storing respective sets of operating parameter data;T and 

said specific input is a second command from said host dovico. and 
said step (d) comprises transferring loading in to said volatile memory 
operating parameter data stored in from a selected one of said parameter 
memory areas, said ene -selected p arameter memoiy area being specified by said 
Gocond third command. 
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14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently Amended) The output device control method ao in of claim-44 12. 
wherein said nonvolatile memory has a plurality of parameter memory areas for 
storing respective sets of operating parameter datayi and 

step (4g) comprises tranoforring automatically loading int o said volatile 
memory operating parameter data s torod in f rom a selected one of said 
parameter memory areas after step (e) , said en:e ~selected p arameter memory 
area being specified by the specific information a third command from s aid host 
device . 

16. (Original) The output device control method as in claim 12, wherein step (d) 
comprises storing predetermined default operating parameter data into said 
volatile memory when no operating parameter data are stored in said nonvolatile 
memory. 

17. (Original) The output device control method as in claim 12, wherein step (d) 
comprises storing predetermined default operating parameter data into said 
volatile memory in response to a fourth command from said host device. 

18. (Currently Amended) The output device control method go in of claim 12, 
wherein said nonvolatile memory has a pliurality of parameter memory areas for 
storing respective sets of operating parameter data: , wherein and 

step (c) comprises includes tranoforring paid saving operating parameter 
data from said volatile memory as one of said sets of operating parameter data 
into a selected one of said parameter memory areas of the nonvolatile memoi^ , 
said selected one parameter memory area being specified by said first command. 

19. (Currently Amended) The output device control method as in of claim 4518, 
wherein step (c) comprises storing into said nonvolatile memory identification 
information specified by said first command for identifying the data set of the i^. 
correlation with a eorrcsponding one of oaid selected sets of operating parameter 
data. 
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20. (Original) The output device control method as in claim 12, wherein step (c) 
comprises determining whether an operating parameter value already stored in 
said nonvolatile memory equals a corresponding operating parameter value in 
said volatile memory that is to be saved, and transferring the operating 
parameter value in said nonvolatile memory only when said values are not equal. 

21. (Currently Amended) The output device control method as in of claim 12, 
further comprising: 

(fli) reading operating parameter data from said nonvolatile memory and 
sending the read data to said the h ost device in response to a fifth command from 
said the h ost device. 

22. (Cxirrently Amended) The output device control method qg in o f claim 19, 
further comprising: 

(#h) reading identification information from said nonvolatile memory and 
sending the read information to said the h ost device in response to a fifth 
command from said the host device. 

23. (Currently Amended) A control method suitable for a machine-readable 
data storage medium storing a program of instructions executable by an 
intermediary machine to perform said control method for interfacing a host 
machine with an output device, said control method comprising: 

(a) temporarily storing in a volatile memory operating parameter values 
in response to one or more commands from the host device obtained from the 
procoooing of s pocific one or more commands from said hoot device ; 

(b) controlling said -the output device based on the operating parameter 
values stored in said volatile memory; 

(c) transferring loading operating parameter data from stored in said 
volatile memory into a nonvolatile memory in response to a first second 
command from said the host device, said operating parameter data comprising 
one or more of said operating parameter values; aad 

(d) loading tranoforring operating parameter data fyea^ -stored in said 
nonvolatile memory into said volatile memory in response to a third command 
from the hose device: a Gpocific input 
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(e) initializing said volatile memory in response to a specific input, said 
specific input being one of the power to the output device turning on. a reset 
sipial to reset the output device, and an initialization command from the host 
device: 

(f) storing specific information in response to a sixth command from the 
host device, the specific information being indicative of whether operating 
parameter data stored in said nonvolatile memory^ is automaticallv loaded after 
the memor\^ initialization process: and 

(g) automaticallv loading said operating parameter data from said 
nonvolatile memorv into said volatile memorv after step (e) only w^hen the 
specific information indicates that operating parameter data stored in 
nonvolatile memorv is to be automaticallv loaded . 

24. (Currently Amended) The control method of claim 23, wherein said 
nonvolatile memory has a plurality of parameter memory areas for storing 
respective sets of operating parameter data, and 

said Gpccific input m a Bocond command from said h o st d cvico, and 
said step (d) comprises transferring l oading in to said volatile memory 
operating parameter data stored in a from a selected one of said parameter 
memory areas, said ene -selected p arameter area being specified by said second 
third command . 

25. (Canceled) 

26. (Cvurently Amended) The control method of claim-3^ 23 , wherein said 
nonvolatile memory has a plurality of parameter memory areas for storing 
respective sets of operating parameter data^y and 

step (4g) comprises transf erring automaticallv loading int o said volatile 
memory operating parameter data stored in from a selected one of said 
parameter memory areas after step (e) , said ene -selected p arameter memory 
area being specified bv the specific information a third command from paid hoot 
device . 
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27. (Original) The control method of claim 23, wherein step (d) comprises 
storing predetermined default operating parameter data into said volatile 
memory when no operating parameter data are stored in said nonvolatile 
memory. 

28. (Original) The control method of claim 23, wherein step (d) comprises 
storing predetermined default operating parameter data into said volatile 
memory in response to a fourth command from said host device. 

29. (Currently Amended) The control method of claim 23, wherein said 
nonvolatile memory has a plurality of parameter memory areas for storing 
respective sets of operating parameter data: , whoroin and 

step (c) comprigos i ncludes tranGfcrring saving e aid-operating parameter 
data from said volatile memory as one of said sets of operating parameter data 
into one of a selected one of said parameter memory areas of the nonvolatile 
memory, said selected one parameter memory area being specified by said first 
command. 

30. (Currently Amended) The control method of claim ^29, wherein step (c) 
comprises storing into said nonvolatile memory identification information 
specified by said first command for identifying the data set of the i n correlation 
with a corresponding one of paid sots selected set of operating parameter data. 

31. (Original) The control method of claim 23, wherein step (c) comprises 
determining whether an operating parameter value already stored in said 
nonvolatile memory equals a corresponding operating parameter value in said 
volatile memory that is to be saved, and transferring the operating parameter 
value in said nonvolatile memory only when said values are not equal. 

32. (Cvirrently Amended) The control method of claim 23, further comprising: 

(fh) reading operating parameter data from said nonvolatile memory and 
sending the read data to said the host device in response to a fifth command from 
Gaid the h ost device. 

33. (Currently Amended) The control method of claim 30, further comprising: 
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(fli) reading identification information from said nonvolatile memory and 
sending the read information to said - the h ost device in response to a fifth 
command from said the h ost device. 

34. (Original) The control method of claim 23, wherein said data storage 
medium comprises one of a compact disc, a floppy disk, a hard disk, a magneto- 
optical disk, a digital video disk, a magnetic tape, and a semiconductor memory. 

35. (New) The output device as in claim 1, wherein if said nonvolatile memory 
does not have enough available storage capacity to save all parameter values in 
said volatile memory, then only a pre-selected set of the parameter values in the 
volatile memory are stored into the nonvolatile memory. 

36 (New) The output device control method as in claim 12, wherein if said 
nonvolatile memory does not have enough available storage capacity to save all 
parameter values in said volatile memory, then only a pre-selected set of the 
parameter values in the volatile memory are transferred to the nonvolatile 
memory. 

37. (New) The control method of claim 23, wherein if said nonvolatile memory 
does not have enough available storage capacity to save all parameter values in 
said volatile memory, then only a pre-selected set of the parameter values in the 
volatile memory are transferred to the nonvolatile memory. 
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